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Over the duration of the HBP, we will 
organise five rounds of Citizen Meet-
ings. In every round, meetings will be 
held in several EU countries. In some 
meetings we could also involve e.g. 
researches or experts external to the 
HBP. All meetings are based on a de-
liberative approach to engagement. 

In February 2016, the Human Brain 
Project hosted citizen meetings in 
Austria, Bulgaria, Poland, Portugal, the 
Netherlands and Sweden. Across all 
meetings an average of 76 % of citi-
zens indicated that they did not feel 
informed enough about who had 
access to their data, and what their 
data might be used for. The citizens 
therefore recommended research pro-
jects to be transparent about the use 
of personal data, and to explain to citi-
zens how and why their data might be 
used for research.

The HBP will organise online and 
face-to-face public engagement activi-
ties on the topic of dual use. Dual use 
refers to the possibility of using neu-
roscience, computing, and robotics re-
search for other purposes than what 
HBP researchers intends it to be used 
for. Dual uses could for example be 
military use, like e.g. enhancement of 
soldiers, autonomous weapons sys-
tems, and tools for ‘cyber war’. Like all 
EU research projects, the HBP is pro-
hibited to accept funding from military 
sources. Still, other actors, like US 

Participants will be given time to learn 
about the topics under debate, and to 
discuss with and listen to each other. 
The meetings will allow EU citizens to 
integrate well-balanced information 
with their own values, and life experi-
ence, and to make thoughtful sugges-
tions for alternative action.

based initiatives might develop brain 
research insights in military direc-
tions. Through public engagement, the 
HBP seeks to understand which 
measures the public believes is rele-
vant to secure the good development 
of brain research.

The core principle of deliberative de-
mocracy asserts that decision-making 
should be based in authentic delibera-
tion among citizens or decision-makers.

The Danish Board of Technology Foun-
dation leads the HBP SP12 engage-
ment activities with stakeholders and 
the general public. More information 
here: http://bit.ly/2dEoiQq or visit: 

The aim of the HBP public engagement activities is to understand how EU citizens think about social, ethical, 
and legal issues related to the HBP. Armed with a better understanding of citizens’ perspectives, the HBP can communicate 

better, as well as develop better research, which takes citizen’s views, concerns and desires into account.
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